CHAPTER XXV

DRIVEN  FROM  HOME

IN September (1774) Parliament was suddenly and un-
expectedly dissolved, which created the usual confusion,
and many violent contests between the Court and patriotic
parties. In the City of London, the Ministerial Candidates
had no chance, nor could an opponent be found to stand for
Middlesex, where Wilkes and Serjeant Glynn were unani-
mously elected, just after which Wilkes had the further
triumph of being chosen Lord Mayor. The three preceding
years the Liverymen had returned his name by an immense
majority, notwithstanding which the Court of Aldermen
each time rejected him, and named the Alderman returned
with him, but finding the Livery determined to persist, and
that they (the Court of Aldermen) were rendering them-
selves odious and unpopular, they ceased to oppose, and the
favorite was appointed to the City Chair, and on the 9th
of November entered upon the duties of his new office.

There was a violent struggle for Westminster, where Earl
Percy, son to the Duke of Northumberland, and Lord
Thomas Pelham Clinton, son to the Duke of Newcastle,
supported by Government, were opposed to Lord Mount-
morres, a famous Irish patriot, and Lord Mahon, son to Earl
Stanhope, of the popular party. The Ministerial Candidates
however succeeded by a large majority. At this General
Election Mr. Burke had the high compliment paid him of
being invited to represent the opulent and ancient City of
Bristol, an offer he accepted. Whereupon a Committee
consisting of the principal gentlemen of the place was
immediately appointed to manage the election, and so
determined were they that Mr. Burke should not be put to
the smallest expense that they not only paid his travelling
charges to Bristol, but even the turnpikes on the road.
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